The New England Peace Pagoda
Listening to the Call of the Great Spirit
Peace Walk 2020
The Walk Report
Our 2-week walk from October 15 - 31 “Listening to the Call of the Great Spirit: Facing 400
Years of Colonization Since Mayflower Landing and Walking into the Future”, could not be
considered a long walk, but it felt to most of us to be a Walk vast and deep. 2020 was the 5th in a
5-year commitment by the Peace Pagoda to walk this silenced history of violent colonization of
the Indigenous Peoples and their Ancestral Lands, in the region now called “New England.”
One of the walkers, Pamela Snow, shared words from a Cree Grandmother, Dianne, from
Quebec, about this Walk:
”...whether people want it or not, things are
shifting big time...the wounds of the past,
and historical massacres, emerge as the
spirit of those Ancestors need our
acknowledgement on both sides to find
peace...our countries (Canada, US) are in
turmoil because we have not made peace
with the atrocities of the past...500 years of
it is coming back to bite us...The walks are
very significant in bringing peace to all
ancestors and the land...My words these
days are about reconciliation and unity. We
are in the universal process of earth
changes, humanity has no choice but to
shift big time.”
We did walk to and offer prayers at several sites of massacres, warring and horrifying public
executions of Indigenous leaders. Turners Falls, Deerfield, Lancaster, Boston Common, Mystic,
CT. These were but a few of the places which called out for learning and understanding the
history, for prayer and acknowledgement, for an on-going movement of healing and change. In
truth, the landscape of New England, although beautiful, carries an unspoken energy of loss,
grief, of sadness. Gkiesedtanamoogk, Wampanoag spiritual teacher, said of last year’s walk
which focused on “The Great Dying 1615 - 1619” wrote, “This walk initiates the energetic
vibratory shift, transcending present realities to the monumental Healing so much needed...”
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The first three days were beautifully
organized by ION - Interfaith Opportunities
Network in the Amherst area, which was
vigorously co-sponsored by Interfaith
Council of Franklin County. Beginning in
front of the statue of Sojourner Truth in
Florence, MA and blessed by the local Rabbi
Raquel Kosovske, the Walk proceeded
through Northampton, Hadley and Amherst.
We were welcomed by Faith leaders and
Faith activists from 5 churches and the
Jewish Community of Amherst. On the
following two days in Franklin County we
were similarly joined and warmly welcomed
and fed by Faith leaders and members of Christian and Jewish Communities. This grounding by
Faith communities gave strength and a reflective quality to the Walk. Many of the Faith leaders
acknowledged the Original People and Land upon which their Houses of Worship stood. One
Faith community shared that they were currently discerning Right Action to undertake, given that
their original deed from the 1600’s revealed an unjust process of obtaining the land from the
local Indigenous Leader.
This 3-day portion of the Walk
culminated at Great Falls (Turners Falls)
which had been the site of a horrific
massacre of over 300 elders, women and
children in 1676. David Brule, Director
of the Nolumbeka Project welcomed the
Walk and shared a beautiful picture of
this most sacred area, prior to contact
with European colonization. All Tribes
and Nations, came to these Falls for
ceremony, to feast, to know the
inestimable blessings of the Creator. All
became one in this place where the fish,
and the life force overall was so
abundant, such an expression of the Giving of the Great Spirit, that fighting or warring could
never take place. It was even a place where people from as far away as the Ohio Valley would
come to spend the closing days of their lives, so blessed it was! John Sheldon shared a beautiful
song Water is Life, inspired by Standing Rock. These offerings were part of a live-streaming on
Oct. 18, which featured presentations of 5 more Indigenous representatives: John Peters,, Jr.,
Wampanoag; Rhonda Anderson, Inkupiaq-Athabaskan; Larry Spotted Crow Mann, Nipmuc;
Bryan Blanchette, Nulhegan; and from the prior day, David Brule. State Sen. Jo Comerford
spoke of the deep commitment to State legislation that will act in accord with the call of our time
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to change, such as legislation to ban Native mascots and changing the State Seal. Faith
representatives gave reflections on this profound process of awaking and change which is
opening: Rev. Kelley Gallagher, United Church of Christ; Rabbi Ben Weiner, Jewish Community
of Amherst; Dr. Mohammed Saleem Bajwa, Islamic Society of Western Mass; and Sister Clare
Carter of Peace Pagoda.

It was so deeply stirring to listen to 5 Native representatives uninterrupted. We realize how
rarely we listen to Native voices, and even more rarely do we listen to a number of Native voices
in a focused way. This listening is the beginning of connection, of relationship, violently
sundered so long ago. If you missed it, you can watch the whole program at 400 Years-Truth and
Healing for the Next Seven Generetions .
The final 7 days were organized by the steady hand of Tim Bullock, walk organizer for Pagoda
for many years. Kato Shonin called
on us all to “do our best” at this
momentous marker of time - 400
years. The challenges of moving
about in the circumstances of the
corona-virus did not stop the walk.
Only one church was able to offer
floor space; and some friends
offered their empty house for a
night; otherwise we stayed for 5
nights in motels. Elaine Kenseth
and other peace movement friends
reached out for voluntary offerings
to help, and people were so very generous. We could feel that many people were walking with
us. How great is our gratitude!
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As we walked we could begin to feel the weight of the Massachusetts Seal and Motto a drawn sword over a Native Man’s head and the Motto “We seek peace by the sword,
but peace only under liberty”. (White folks’ liberty, to do as they wished to establish
absolute power over, without concern for the suffering or loss experienced by Native
population.) Particularly because the reality of these last 400 years is just beginning to surface,
breaking through an enforced silence and denial, this State Seal and Motto seem to carry the
weight of incomprehensible suffering. Although we definitely need to change the Seal, we need,
also, to feel in our bones, our souls, what grief and violence and injustice this image is holding.
We must spend time being with all of this and learning the history deeply.
If we could share a “snapshot” of the walking of the last 7 days:

Lancaster, MA - we visited with members of a Church existing at the time of “King Philip’s
War” - which was strongly fought on both sides in this town, with losses on both sides. A
Church member said that about 10 years prior, they had invited representatives from Nipmuc
Nation to the Church. They shared prayers, fellowship and food from both cultures. It was a
positive experience, a beginning. We encouraged them to please
work to cultivate this kind of relationship more...

Boston - walking from Dorchester to Boston, we ended with our
own ceremony in Boston Common. Placing gifts given the Walk in
the center of a circle of walkers, we read from history books about
the the forced removal of Christian “Praying Indians”, to Deer
Island, where hundreds died from freezing or starvation. This was
during King Philip’s war 1675 -76. We also read of the public
executions of various Indigenous leaders from Tribes around Boston
who had surrendered after the assassination of Metacomet (King Philip). There were many
hangings and firing squad deaths of leaders and others on Boston Common. It is thought that the
“Liberty Tree” (Great Elm Tree) was used to hang people. The same Liberty Tree was feted as a
symbol of colonists resistance to the English crown. This Liberty Tree no longer stands; there is

only a marker in the earth. The history book said that many times the bodies of deceased were
put in graves in the Common.
How many of us ever knew this story? How are we called to work with this grim and grief-filled
history? Again, our minds go back to the State Seal and Motto....
Our spirits were uplifted, though, when a Faith leader in Boston said she was interested to work
together for “Truth and Healing” in the Boston area.
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Weymouth - we found a small Peace Park with a plaque praying
for the healing and resolution of the “differences” between the
peoples of the two cultures which was acted out with great
violence in the earliest days of colonization in 1600’s.

Duxbury - Led by our old friend, Lewis Randa, Founder of the
Peace Abbey, along with his friend, Alan, we walked the beautiful
coast line of Duxbury, Wampanoag homelands. Over the course
of the day, Lewis stopped twelve times, each time offering one of
the twelve multi-Faith prayers for World Peace, which had been
originally offered at a world interfaith gathering for peace in
Assisi in 1986. Very powerful. We ended the day at the home of
Myles Standish, who had been
hired by the Pilgrims for their
protection.
Towbee Shonin,
monk of the New England Peace
Pagoda, is descended from Myles Standish. After we prayed at
the site all together, Towbee Shonin addressed the spirit of
Myles Standish from his heart.
Towbee Shonin is very
committed to solidarity with Native Peoples and to repairing
and healing this history. Certainly Towbee Shonin’s spiritual
work will bring light to Myles Standish’s spirit, and Towbee Shonin asked Myles Standish spirit
to be with this necessary work.
Provincetown - joining with Pastor Brenda
Haywood, who has worked to bring
acknowledgement and honoring of the historical
presence of Wampanoag People in that area of Cape
Cod, not just the huge Pilgrim Monument and Tower
in Provincetown.
We prayed and walked in
Provincetown with Pastor Brenda, believing that the
necessary public expression will come.

Mashpee - After stopping and praying at First
Encounter Beach, we proceeded to Mashpee. walking
from the Wampanoag Museum to the Old Indian Meeting
House in the rain we could see new buildings arising on
Mashpee Tribal Lands - housing being built in harmony
with Indigenous thinking at this time. This land, plus the
land of the Tribal Council, the Ceremonial Land, and
many other essential tribal places would be lost if the
Federal Government efforts of last summer had
prevailed. At that time, Mashpee Tribal Council was informed that the Fed. Gov’t was taking the
Tribal Lands away - Tribal Lands agreed upon when Mashpee became federally recognized.
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Mashpee Tribe filed suit and won over the re-interpretation of an obscure law from the 1930’s.
Mashpee Tribe, although relieved, still feels unsettled on this very small portion of their
Ancestral Lands of 12,000 years. Continuing solidarity from all is needed.
Taunton - We were drawn here having read the painful
story of Weetamoo, female Sachem of the Taunton area, and
a contemporary of Metacomet. She took strong leadership
to protect the homelands against all methods of take-over,
and eventually joined with King Philip’s War, trying to
ensure food and safety for her people during the war.
Weetamoo was brutally killed in a manner similar to
Metacomet around the same time. Her beloved body was
found somewhere near the Taunton River, and her head was
impaled on a stake in Taunton Center, again so similar to
Metacomet in Plymouth. We met with friends in Taunton,
visiting about this chilling history, and then walked and prayed at the Taunton River, and through
the center of town. It was a particularly rainy and cold day.
We also walked through Attleboro Center to the Murray UU church where we were warmly
received, having made deep friendships over many years of walking.

Connecticut - led by local friend, Arlene Avery,
we walked from Pequot Reservation to the site of
the “Pequot Massacre” in Mystic, CT. Atop a hill
in Mystic in 1637, a fortification protecting an
estimated 700 elders, women and children, was set
afire - nearly all burned to death, at the order of the
Governor of Mass Bay Colony. All Native Peoples
in the region, even those who originally “sided”
with the settlers, were shocked to see such a
massacre - a mass killing unknown, and not conceived of, in the Indigenous world at that time.
Arlene Avery led us to the site, where we all prayed. She said she hoped it would become a
pilgrimage site, and that local people could become sensitized to the reality of this terrifying
occurrence. Once again, Arlene called to mind that
the remains of those many hundreds were probably
left there, with no ceremony.
Unable to enter Rhode Island due to Covid, we
came to the final day in Plymouth.
Many friends joined the walking from Plymouth
Plantation to the statue of Massasoit, Ousemeequin.
We were very grateful for the presence of
Wampanoag friends, including Jim Peters, Mother
Bear and Gail Melix. Mother Bear smudged the
site of the closing circle (spiritual purification) and
Jim Peters spoke on behalf of his Tribe.
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Peter Blood, co-coordinator of ION and a
Quaker, shared about the very significant
Interfaith work underway in Western Mass;
Pamela Snow read again from Grandmother
Dianne (mentioned above); Gail Melix
spoke of a program which invites
homeowners to give 1% of home sales to
Indigenous People upon whose lands,
unjustly taken, so much profit has gone to
non-Native people. A message was read
from Louise Dunlap, who had 4 ancestors on the Mayflower. Louise had done a lot of spiritual
work restoring healing relationship with ancestors who were associated with harmful actions - a
relationship leading to the healing of guilt and shame. She wrote that she has learned that the
deceased often wish to repair the harm they may have done in their lives, but depend on the
living to do so on their behalf. Louise recounted her words to her Ancestors, whom she now
addressed as “dear Relatives” and of the “messages” she received back from them:
“...Daughter please go deeply into your grief for the harm we initiated. It is our grief too - we
welcome the tears we could not shed in our lifetimes. We need release from the stuck suffering
- as you do too. Acknowledge, offer apology for all you have gained from our misdoings.
Make your apologies public, share them widely, and find ways to give back. Please
understand that to move forward without shame, you will need to forgive yourselves and your
ancestors...We hope for our sakes, yours, and our entire earth system that you can live into
this vision....”
Indeed the closing circle at Massasoit’s
feet had a strong energy of connection
among us all, with the “four colors of
humanity” present. Through the walking,
the sharing, the learning, the prayers, the
weight of grief, the expressions of deep
opening of heart and consciousness and
the determined, committed way
forward...Restoring of the sacred nature of
relationship among humans and with the earth, of repairing and making right
relationship with Native peoples, we see a new horizon of change, of giving
back, of healing and restoring balance. As Gkiesedtanamoogk, (quoted above)
wrote, “a monumental Healing so much needed” can be lived into by the
respectful coming together of all the People - Red, Black, Yellow and White.

Na Mu Myo Ho Ren Ge Kyo
*We originally planned to walk in June, but it was not possible. In spite of the pandemic, we continued to
hold the commitment to walk deep in our hearts, looking for an opening. The ION local walk in October was
that opening! Friends encouraged us to keep walking outside our local area and raised fund for alternative
hospitality (motels). We truly believe we all walked together - all those who believed in the walk and its
purpose and supported it in so many ways. We deeply bow to you all in gratitude.
The walk continues....
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